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stration against the Government is looked for during the great mourn-
ing and funeral ceremonials, and a strong reaction in a Conservative
sense is thought not improbable."
We may wonder at the frankness with which gentlemen of the
Court and distinguished persons assembled at Windsor for the King's
funeral poured out their grievances to the German Emperor, but there
is no doubt that he correctly described the mood of the hour in these
circles. Asquith was not hissed in the street, there was no demonstra-
tion against the Government during the King's funeral, and no
Conservative reaction afterwards, but there was an intense and increas-
ing bitterness between parties. Malicious stories were invented and
believed about eminent people ; old friendships were sundered, men
and women declined to meet one another on neutral ground ; tie
common basis on which party politics had gone forward seemed
suddenly to have disappeared. Eminent men on both sides were
talking of going all lengths at all costs and " damning the con-
sequences/' Everything seemed laid out for an exciting and dangerous
conflict with an eager public and excited press denouncing moderation
as weakness. Women were as excited as men and went about their
business of winning the vote with a determination to shock and
scandalize.
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